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Mentoring
program
gives hope
for youths

Jeloni
Parks: An
inspiration
to all

Jeloni Parks
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON

Fred Hinton

Staff Writer

BY JULIA RUDGERS
Staff Writer

LARGO – The Keep It
Real International Mentoring Program provides a
safe haven in which to motivate, encourage and prepare young people to
become responsible citizens. Founded by Fred
Hinton, the program prepares the youth for tomorrow by helping them
recognize their full potential and by being a positive
influence in the community.
In addition to running
the program, Hinton is an
international motivational
speaker, life coach, author,
devoted father and pastor
of the Calvary Worship
Center Florida and the Calvary Worship Center India.
The program’s efforts
are devoted to mentoring
boys between the ages of 5
and 13 and girls between
the ages 5 and 18. Hinton’s
approach to the program
and the youths is both refreshing and compelling.
“We approach this program with a life coach
See YOUTH, page 3

The St. Petersburg Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. hosted their
34th successful Breakfast with Santa last Sat., Dec. 5 at Pinellas Technical College.



BY CINDY CARTER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
For the last 34 years, the
St. Petersburg Alumnae
Chapter of Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority, Inc. has
been putting on a special
breakfast just for the

community to honor the
holiday season. This
year, of course, was no
different and hundreds
joined together for a
morning of good food,
gifts and fun.
Gloria Flakes has
been involved with the
breakfast for more than

two decades now. She is
the treasurer of St. Petersburg chapter and
chair of the event. She
was happy to see the kids
having fun with their
families.
“It’s a lot of work,”
she said to prepare for
the breakfast. With pro-

viding food and entertainment for a crowd that
large, getting everything
set up can be a daunting
task.
Just finding a suitable
place to hold the event
that is within the budget
takes time and patience.
See SANTA, pages 14

A White Diamond Affair
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Pinellas County
Urban League (PCUL)
Guild encouraged everyone to put on their best
bib and tucker and meet
them down at the Magnuson Hotel Marina Cove
last Fri., Dec. 4. for a
night good fun, great
fashions and fellowship.
The guild is the
fundraising and volunteer

arm of the Urban League.
Guild members donate
their time to deliver services that extend public
understanding and support of the National
Urban League and its programs.
The local guild helps
supports PCUL in any
way possible. Whether
it’s cleaning floors, taking
tickets or ushering, the
guild is front and center.
See PCUL, page 6

Rene Flowers and Steve Kornell

ST. PETERSBURG —
Eight-year-old Jeloni Parks
has already experienced
some of the highs and lows
of life that most adults never
will. With his diminutive
stature, he lights up any
room he’s in.
Jeloni secured the lead
in “The Family Blessing,” a
theatrical explosion of
dance, music and color playing at the Mahaffey Theater
later this month. He triumphs as the main character, Michael, who travels to
exotic locales in a quest for
a happy home.
Unfortunately, Jeloni
can empathize with the
plight of his stage character
and his quest for a happy
home because he himself is
homeless. He and his
mother live in various motels or whatever accommodations she can make for
that day.
Benita Flowers gave
birth to Jeloni at the young
age of 18. She has been met
with many obstacles in the
struggled to provide a permanent home for them.
They have shuffled between
bleak motel rooms and different relatives, but Jeloni
keeps his head in the air
and a song in his heart.
“He always has a smile
on his face,” stated Flowers.
See PARKS, page 8
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Talented teens spice up scholarship breakfast
BY EMMA COOPER
CAVIN

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Dolphin Beach Resort
Ballroom was the venue for
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority’s holiday breakfast and fashion
show, a festive activity
that serves as the kick-off
event to local parties while
bringing in funds to provide
resources for scholarships
and community projects.
The view of the Gulf of
Mexico’s beautiful blue
water flowing toward the
sandy shore on a warm
sunny day could only enhance the ambiance of the
gaily decorated room as
guests gathered for a tasty
country-style breakfast, fellowship with friends and a
fashion show to take their
breath away.
December seemed even
more festive for the “Ladies
in Blue” last Saturday as
their youth auxiliary, other
St. Petersburg youth, relatives and friends strolled
through the crowd, or
swirled and twirled to the
holiday music.
Zeta Phi Beta
Yes!
Sorority’s annual holiday
breakfast and fashion show
was presented with an entirely new twist. Featured
in the fashion show were
some of our city’s most focused and ambitious young
people, all proud to show
just who they are, what they
have done and what they
hope to do in the future.

Some are high school
graduates who have already
started their college careers, some will graduate
next spring, and others are
just beginning that journey.
With delight, they displayed their varied talents
with musical instruments,
electronic gadgets and accounts of educational successes. Future plans varied
even more as evidenced by
the information the Mistress
of
Ceremonies,
Tamikia Berry, read from
their resumes.
Personal tastes in clothing were just as varied for
these young people as their
interests and their plans for
their futures. Where one
young lady dressed in
bright colors with the perfect accessories, another
one preferred casual so that
she could be comfortable
using her paints and
crayons anywhere and anytime.
Comfortable but tasteful
appeared to be the goal;
pants outfits appeared to be
the preferred attire. With
the young men, dressy suits
to casual suits to sporty outfits that worked well on the
basketball courts were the
preferred attire, depending
on the individual, of course.
It was an interesting fashion
show and an introduction to
an exceptional group of
young people.
The female fashion
show models included De’Janique
Burton
and

Crystina Garcia, students in
the Pinellas County Center
for the Arts Program
(PCCA) at Gibbs High
School. De’Janique is a musician, while Crystina is a visual artist. Both are
members of Zeta’s youth
program.
Briana Macon, also a
member of Zeta’s youth
program, is a senior at Boca
Ciega High School and an
accomplished musician,
band member and JROTC
officer who plays several instruments. Danielle Russell
is a 2015 graduate of PCCA;
she is a former track and
volleyball team member
who is currently working
toward a degree in nursing
at St. Petersburg College.
She also plays the clarinet.
A member of the 5000
Role Models of Excellence,
Darion Bradley, Jr. is a junior at Lakewood High
School who tutors and mentors others, writes songs,
plays varsity basketball and
varsity football while keeping his grades up and working a part-time job. Whew!
The four other models,
all male, are already high
school graduates who have
begun their college careers.
Gerald Carter graduated
from Sherwood High
School in Olney, Md., class
of 2014. He sings, draws,
and writes, but his ambition
is to become a designer of
video games. He is enjoying his new position as a
baker’s apprentice at Pub-

lix.
Chris Lampley graduated from Countryside
High School last June.
While in high school, Chris
lettered in basketball, track
and cross-country. He enjoys writing music and
poems as well as working
as a personal trainer. Future
plans are to attend the University of Alabama to become a graphic designer or
professional athletic trainer.
Keith Crosby and Jason
Macon, Jr. are well on their
way to achieving their professional goals. Keith, a
2010 graduate of St. Petersburg High School, is currently attending the Miami
School of Acting. In addition to his desire to pursue
a career in acting, he has already begun songwriting
and singing. He is a role
model and works with the
youth in the Outreach Min-

istry of the church he attends.
Jason, on the other
hand, is a graduate of Boca
Ciega High School who
now attends Charleston
Southern University, majoring in Christian Studies. In
addition to playing on the
Charleston Southern Buccaneers football team, he
lifts weights cooks and
serves as a youth Bible
study teacher and youth
mentor. On the second Sunday of this month, Jason is
scheduled to deliver his
first sermon.
With such positive histories, we can very well expect much success in the
futures of this group of
young people. Their presence and participation in
community and educational
activities are inspirations to
people of all ages. The
smiles on the faces of the

people at the breakfast tell
the story. These young
people are great! We can all
be proud of them and help
them to reach their goals.
The Zeta Phi Beta
Sorority, Incorporated, is a
community-conscious, action-oriented organization
that was established on January 16, 1920, on the campus of Howard University in
Washington, DC. This year
marks 60 years of service
the Zeta Gamma Zeta Chapter, has rendered service to
St. Petersburg.
Daphne Lampley is the
chapter president. Chairman of the Holiday Scholarship
and
Breakfast
Committee is Brandie
Williams Macon, with
Yvonne King, Patricia Stewart and Sylvia Umar as committee members. Happy
Holidays!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Keep It Real
From YOUTH, page 1

standpoint.
Like
microwave popcorn, they
[the children] need the
right conditions for things
to work,” he said.
Hinton has always
been a passionate and determined individual with a
desire to help others better their lives. At the age of
18, his close friend was
killed and he coordinated
different speakers to come
to the school and speak in
memory of his friend.
This was a major turning point in Hinton’s life.
He began to see the
African-American community through changed
eyes. However, the driving catalyst behind the
founding of the program
came from a combination
of working in the bail
bonds business for 12
years, which is, according
to Hinton, “a revolving
door,” of young black
men in and out of the system, and the publication of
his book “Improve Your
Child’s Behavior in Thirty
Days.”
“What is going on in
the
African-American
community is that we are
losing them [the boys] between these ages and they
lose focus and they lose
their dream. We reignite
the fire so that they can
learn more and better
themselves. It is critical…
they see the results of
what poor choices can get
you,” he said.
Located at 7500 Ulmerton Road, Unit 47 in
Largo, the program got its
beginnings in 2013. The
word “Real” in Keep It
Real is an acronym for the

philosophy of the program and its methods towards mentoring the
youth who participate in
it. The letter “R” stands for
recognizing who you are;
“E” for equipping them
with the skills to handle
life and its ups and downs;
“A” for aim, which incites
the youths to set goals for
themselves and finally “L”
for love, family and community.
The program is very
hands on, working as a
whole on precepts of prevention and redirection to
help get the kids back on
track.
“Everything that we
do is open to the community; everything that we
do in this program is
based on loving. It’s not
about what religion you
are,” he averred.
Hinton is tenacious; he
leaves no stone unturned
in an effort to better their
lives. The focus is on
breaking bad habits and
developing healthy decision making skills; anything that takes from their
lives has to go. He brings
police officers in to speak
with the children on current issues that are ongoing within the community.
This creates an open and
safe forum in which the
children can air their concerns.
He even writes to the
children’s teachers asking
them what things they
need to work on from behavior issues to studying
skills. Hinton also tries his
best to get parents involved in their children’s
lives, sometimes having

time set aside for family
mentoring and intervention on an individual basis.
The
organization,
which is charity based, operates solely on the proceeds from the Keep It
Real thrift store, located in
Unit 21, next to the program’s headquarters in
Unit 47. The program
thrives based on donations. It is ran as a volunteer organization and the
thrift store provides employment opportunities
for people that need a second chance such as exconvicts who have trouble
finding work elsewhere.
So what is Hinton’s
hope for the program in
the new year?
He plans to implement
courses on learning selfrespect, anti-bullying and
self-defense. He wants to
focus on developing resources to continue to
help the children after
they leave the program,
and is looking for more
volunteers.
“I believe in what the
program stands for, and I
believe in these kids,”
Hinton stated. “I don’t ask
anyone to do anything
that I haven’t already
done. We talk about the
fact that if a man can’t
learn how to take orders,
he won’t amount to much.
We find something positive in anything.”
Due to reorganizing
the store, the program will
reopen again after the first
of the year. If you would
like to make a cash donation, furniture or other
items, please contact Fred
Hinton at (727) 214-4509.

CITY OF LARGO
PUBLIC NOTICE OF CONSOLIDATED
ANNUAL PERFORMANCE & EVALUATION REPORT
PUBLIC HEARING AND COMMENT PERIOD
FY 2014-2015
Notice is hereby provided that the City of Largo's 2014-2015 Consolidated
Annual Performance & Evaluation Report (CAPER) for the federally-funded
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program will be made
available for review and discussion at a public heariing on January 5, 2016, at
6:00 pm at the following location:
Largo City Hall Commission Chambers
201 Highland Avenue
Largo, Florida 33770
To request special accommodations for non-English speaking or disabled persons,
please contact the City of Largo’s Community Development Department a
minimum of 2 days prior to the meeting by calling (727) 586-7489.
A draft CAPER will be made available through January 5, 2016 for public
review and comment prior to its submission to HUD no later than January 5,
2016. The report is available at the locations listed below, and the City of
Largo's website www.largo.com:
Largo City Hall
Community Development Department
201 Highland Avenue
Largo, FL 33770

Largo Public Library
Reference Desk
120 Central Park Drive
Largo, FL 33771

Comments or questions regarding the CAPER are to be submitted in writing
to the following address by January 5, 2016 at 4:00 pm:
City of Largo
Community Development Dept.
Attn: Misty Borsetto
P.O. Box 296
Largo, FL 33779-0296
Fax: (727) 587-6765
E-mail: housing@largo.com

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Notice is hereby given that The Police Athletic League will receive sealed bids from a General Contractor
for the furnishing of all materials and labor for the renovation of project consists of minor repairs and alterations to the following elements: new roofing membrane and substructure repair, the relocation of an
interior air handling unit (AHU), exterior paint and preparations for painted surfaces, a new chainlink fence to replace the existing fence and the repair and replacement of the existing fire alarm system at
820 20th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712.
All materials furnished and all work performed shall be in accordance with the Drawings, Specifications
and other Contract Documents pertaining thereto, as prepared by the Office of OT9 Design, LLC (727498-5820).
Bidders may examine the Drawings, Specifications and other Contract Document at the office of the Architect, OT9 Design, LLC in addition to receiving one (1) electronic PDF set at no charge. Additional sets
may be purchased directly from ARC Document Solutions 129 2nd Street North, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.
A mandatory pre-bid meeting is being held on January 6, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. at the job site which is 820
20th Street South, St. Petersburg FL, 33712. Sealed bids will be received at the office of the Owner: 1450
16th Street North. Bids will be received until January 29, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. A public bid opening will take
place immediately following the receipt of the sealed bids at 2:00 p.m.
All questions are to be directed to Sean Williams at OT9Design, LLC. The last date for questions to be accepted, in order to allow time for the issuance of any addenda, is January 15, 2016.

                        
CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS






OFFICE: 727-865-1591
FAX: 727-866-1728
WWW.WRXB.US

If you are female and were born in 1966

 

at Bayfront Hospital and were adopted out to Attorney





Al & Margaret Thompson, please call (662) 708-1627.
Your birth mother is desperately trying to find you.

 


 
 
 

The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any informalities in any bid whenever
such rejection or waiver is in the interest of the Owner. Awards, if made, will be to the bidder whose bid
is most advantageous to the Owner; price and other factors considered as determined at the sole discretion
of the Owner.

Mother seeking daughter





All bids must be submitted on the Proposal Form as furnished and must be accompanied by a Bid Bond,
Certified Check, Cashier's Check, Treasurers Check or Bank Draft in a sum not less than five (5) percent
of the amount of the Bid, as a guarantee that the Bidder will enter into an agreement with the Owner if
his bid is accepted. Bids shall remain in force for sixty (60) days after the date of opening. Bidders must
be General Contractors licensed to do business in the State of Florida, pursuant to Florida Statue Chapter
#489, and in Pinellas County.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Singing for affordable housing
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — To
raise awareness about the
continuing shortage of affordable housing for low-income and homeless families
and to bring a little holiday
cheer to all, Celebrate Outreach, Inc., a faith-based nonprofit organization working
to end homelessness in St.
Pete, is bringing back “Still
No Room in the Inn.”
People are invited to
gather at the Unitarian Universalist Church, 100 Mirror
Lake Drive Fri., Dec. 11 at 7
p.m. to sing Christmas carols to homeless persons, a
retirement center and other
groups. Ending at 9 p.m. at
the manger scene near the
corner of Second Ave. North
and Beach Drive., next to the
approach to the Pier, cookies
and hot chocolate will be
served to the carolers.
For 25 years, residents,
supporters and staff of
ASAP Homeless Services
sponsored “Still No Room in

the Inn,” an annual carol
sing through the streets of
downtown St. Pete. The caroling had become an annual
tradition for many in the
area as people of all ages,
professions, economic conditions and religious beliefs
caroled together, united by
the belief that everyone
should have decent housing.
The last carol walk took
place in 2011 and ASAP
closed its doors soon thereafter.
“Typically, this event has
attracted about 75 persons,”
noted George Bolden, president of Celebrate Outreach.
“We are expecting at least
that amount again this year.
We’ve planned for our refreshments—homemade
cookies and hot chocolate—
to serve 100 people.”
Founded in 2007, Celebrate Outreach is a nonpartisan,
volunteer-run,
faith-based, tax-exempt nonprofit, Bolden explained,
and its mission is to prevent
and end homelessness in
the greater St. Petersburg

area.
“We work to fulfill this
mission through advocacy,
social justice, community
education and direct service,” he said. “Our vision is a
society in which all people
are treated with dignity and
respect, and as a result ensures that everyone has
safe, decent, affordable
housing, enough food to eat
and a means to make an
honest living.”
The organization’s current activities and programs
include weekend meal service, monthly community forums, an annual Homeless
Persons’ Memorial Service
and a tiny homes project to
provide permanent housing
for homeless veterans and
others.
To participate in this
year’s Christmas carol
walk, visit http://celebrateoutreach.org/christmas-caroling.html or call (727)
362-4737.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Local AKA Chapter celebrates 60-year anniversary John Smith,
LaTisha Roberts

ST. PETERSBURG —
The members of Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority
will celebrate 60 years of
service Dec. 18-20 at the St.
Petersburg Hilton Hotel.
The local chapter was
chartered on Dec. 15 in
1955 by 15 courageous
women determined to
serve the community and
enhance young people’s
lives.
The chartering members who have respectfully
become known as the “Fifteen Pearls of ZUO”
were Annie Barton, Ruth
Batson, Pauline Besselli,
Lena Brown, Mary O.
Brown, Claronell Griffin,

Bertha James, Rubye
Wysinger, Dorothy Johnson, Elizabeth Jones, Annie
McLin, Willie M. McMurray, Eloise E. Perkins,
Verdya Robinson, and Florence Williams. The first
president was Lena Brown.
Shortly after the chartering, nine other members
transferred their membership from Gamma Theta
Omega in Tampa to Zeta
Upsilon Omega.
Under the leadership of
Cassandra Williams, chapter president, sorority
members will host a weekend of planned activities including a holiday party
on Dec. 18 and a member’s
only gala on Dec. 19. The

public is invited to attend a
free reception at 4
p.m. on Dec. 20 at the St.
Petersburg Hilton Hotel,
333 1st Street S. in St. Petersburg.
During the public event,
the sorority will announce
the recipients of its inaugural Community Assistance
Grant awards. The initiative
was launched in 2015 to
support the development of
community service projects and increase civic engagement among youth
and
families.
Award
amounts range $500 to
$1,000. Other event highlights include a proclamation presentation by the
City of St. Petersburg along

with special greetings from
representatives of the Divine Nine organizations.
Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. is the oldest
Greek-letter organization
established in America by
black women and was
founded on January 15,
1908, at Howard University.
Led by International President Dorothy Buckhanan
Wilson, the organization
connects thousands of college-trained women who
give of themselves to support community service
projects and scholarship
programs.
For more information,
visit ZUOChapter.org.

ST. PETERSBURG –
LaTisha Roberts of St. Petersburg and John Smith
of Nashville, Tenn., are
getting married Sat., Dec.
19 at the Magnuson
Hotel Marina Cove 6800
Sunshine Skyway Lane S,
St. Petersburg. The reception is immediately following in hotel’s grand


 
  



 



   



        



  

ballroom. They will be celebrating with friends and
family at their Nashville
Reception, “The Royal Affair,” Sun., Jan 3. LaTisha
& John are registered at
Target, Bed Bath and Beyond and ourwishingwell.com or go to
johnandlatisha.com for
more information.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
PCUL Guild’s holiday extravaganza
From PCUL, page 1

They also serve as hosts
and hostess at the yearly
Equal Opportunity Awards
Day Dinner and Annual
Conference, which is the
league’s largest fundraiser.
The
guild
holds
fundraising activities that
help raise money for PCUL
programs, such as youth
and workforce development programs and their
health initiatives. They also
serve the community by
partnering with different
organizations such as Pinellas Opportunity Council,
the National Council for
Negro Women and the
YMCA when they have

events.
Considered the heart
and soul of the Urban
League
movement,
Guilders contribute thousands of volunteer hours annually and play a pivotal role
in connecting the Urban
League to communities.
The PCUL’s guild took
first place at the national
conference in Ft. Lauderdale for the most amount
of community fundraising
activities, and third place
nationally for the most
amount of money raised.
Outgoing Guild President Rene Flowers was her
usually bubbly self, work-

ing the room.
“The title of this party
was A White Diamond Affair, so you’ll see all of the
guild members in white and
a little bit of bling, bling
here and there,” Flowers
said. “It’s our turn to show
that we enjoy being a part
of the community and being
a part of the Urban
League.”
When President & CEO
of the PCUL, Watson Haynes,
contacted Flowers to serve as
president of the guild, she
said yes because she truly believes in the cause.
“It has been a pleasure,”
she said. “You all being here

tonight is a reflection of all
of the hard work of everybody in the organization.”
After a meal that had
people licking their fingers,
clothing designer Audrey
Pat McGhee brought out
her fashions. The models
walked in between the tables showing off her original designs. Milan or Paris
had nothing on the fashions
or models. All designs were
available for purchase.
For more information
or to join the guild, contact Pattye Sawyer-Hampton at (727) 327-2081 ext.
128 or psawyer-hampton@pcul.org.






“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”



  


 










 
 






   


 
  



 


 





 

 






 



    
   
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
 

 


 




ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

CALL FOR H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org




SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

   



1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm



  





Call TODAY for an appointment

Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.

ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Phone: 727-894-1734

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com

2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before you
decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Pint-sized virtuoso
From PARKS, page 1

“He told me he doesn’t
know how to frown.”
Dr. Cheryl Copeland,
an educator at Fairmount
Park Elementary, discovered Jeloni’s talents one
day. They came to light
when she met him as a
kindergartener in her
music class, which introduces students to the basic
theater technique and the
different genres of music.
“So much poise, character and rhythm at five
years old,” Copeland said.
“Although he demonstrates those attributes to
the other children, he’s
very humble and not boastful.”
At their first meeting,
Jeloni
challenged
Copeland to a dance-off
and proceeded to steal her
heart. She personally took
him to his first audition for
“The Family Blessing” and
he stole creator and producer Jai Hinson’s heart as

well.
The admiration is mutual in this student/teacher
relationship. “She has
made me happy because
she put me in dancing and
I got to do a lot of things I
wouldn’t have gotten to
do,” Jeloni said.
His mother feels that
the music class has helped
Jeloni to “blossom” into a
well-rounded, happy child
and has helped him not be
nervous and scared.
“He used to not talk
much but this program has
made him [feel] more free.
His attitude has changed
and he is more responsible
about his homework,” said
Flowers.
Though mature in
many ways, this eight-yearold virtuoso is still a child.
When asked to describe
how he felt about his
homeless situation, a lone
tear rolled silently down
his cheek. That tear spoke

volumes of the impact
homelessness has on families, more than any words
could have expressed.
The smile quickly returned with the hope of a
bright future. “I like to get
acting parts,” he exclaimed. “The singing
makes me feel good.”
He spoke fondly of
practicing for the musical
production coming to the
Mahaffey Theater Dec. 19
and 20. “I get to do all
kinds of moves and steps,”
Jeloni stated. “It makes me
feel happy and stops my
day from being bad.”
Jeloni is a member of
Dundu Dole African Urban
Ballet and a student at
Competitive Edge Dance
Academy.
For tickets to see Jeloni
perform in “The Family
Blessing,”contact the Mahaffey Theater at (727)
893-7832 or call (813) 4514410.

WHY ARE WE DOING THIS!!!
IT’S OUR WAY OF GIVING BACK TO THE
COMMUNITY THAT BROUGHT US THIS FAR

SPECIAL OFFER WITH EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS
20 GAUGE M ETAL CASKETS STARTING AT
$1,895 DISCOUNTED BY FACTORY REBATE

YOUR COST ONLY $199
with the purchase of our professional services, removal, embalming, dressing and casketing

Complimentary Items Included With Package:
7 passenger limousine, casket spray,
100 funeral programs, register book, visitation, wake service

For More Details
Contact Our 24 Hour Hotline
(727) 896-2602
Visit us on the web: crealfuneralhomeandcremation.com
“Experience the Difference”
Creal Funeral Home and Cremation
1940 7th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Leon M. Thomas III
Ronald J. Derr Sr.
President
L.F.D.I.C.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Eckwood Ellison at Gallerie 909
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — In
the upcoming exhibit at Gallerie 909, “All I Am — Faces
of a City,” artist Eckwood Ellison invites us to come face
to face with the homeless of
St. Pete through his collection of arresting, life-like portraits.
Originally from South
Carolina, Ellison has been a
resident of Pinellas County
for almost five years. It was in
his day-to-day routines here
that he came into contact
with more than a few homeless people. After meeting
and taking the time to speak
to some of them, he was
soon on a first-name basis
with them. Wanting to do his
part to shed “a little bit of
light on that situation,” Ellison decided to the commit
the contours of their faces—
the roadmaps of their lives—
to canvas.
“You have to kind of
catch them in their element
to get the whole feel of what’s
going on with them,” he explained. “One thing about the
homeless, each one of them
has a story about what they
did before they were homeless, what they’re doing now
and what they dream about
doing in the future. I believe
that we should change the
situation in a place with so
much opportunity.”
Surrounded by a creative
energy from a family full of
artists, the 35-year-old Ellison
has been doing portraits his
entire life.
“It’s hereditary,” he said,
“it runs in my family,” adding
that he has had no formal
training. “All my life I just
wanted to draw, I really didn’t
care that people paid me for
it, I just wanted to draw. After
a while I realized people will
purchase your artwork, you

can make a living at this, so I
just wanted to be able to do
the work I wanted to do.”
Ellison explained that he
can get a “feel” of who a person is when he takes a subject’s photo, which he does
before his first brushstroke
of a particular portrait.
“I love being able to capture the expression of people,” he said. “You can tell a
lot of what that person’s
going through, you can see it
in their face and you can see
it in their eyes. I enjoy being
able to capture that.”
Admitting that he always
likes to tap into his creativity
and keep his hands occupied, he also does sketches
— some of famous figures
such as actor Burt Reynolds,
President John F. Kennedy
and activist Malcolm X. In a
world where more and more
people are turning to technology to produce visuals of
all sorts, he said he loves the
process of creating some-

thing with his “own two
hands.”
“I enjoy the process of
having a blank sheet of paper
and then two, three hours
later when I look up, there’s
a face there,” Ellison
stated. “A face that looks like
I can reach out and touch. I
can touch the nose, I can
touch the eyes.”
A husband and father of
two, Ellison believes that all
the people that come into his
life are in a way his “family.”
“I enjoy my kids, I love
my family,” he attested, “and
not just the family that stays
in this apartment with me,
my family that I meet on the
street. My family extends to
everyone I come in contact
with! Every time I meet
someone, I’m looking to
make a connection.”
The opening artist reception will be held this
Sat., Dec. 12 from 5-9 p.m. at
Gallerie 909, located at 909
22nd St. S.

Your Local Wholesale Produce Company
Delivering wholesale produce exclusively to restaurants, schools,
bars, churches and special functions in your area.
Try us out for two weeks and receive a FREE case of tomatoes!

Call Matt Freeman at (727) 422-0421
or Jason Cheatham at (813) 504-7717
www.ProducePatchTampa.com
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
 



   
   

 
 








 







  
 


Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  



 




  

  

 




  



 
 

    
   
  
  
   






Queen Street Church of God in Christ

 

Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

  





 



 

  








HOLY TEMPLE CATHEDRAL PENTECOSTAL CHURCH, INC.
3101 Freemont Terrace South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-452-3191 • www.holytemplepaoc.com
“A Church Where the Fire of the Holy Ghost is Burning and Holiness is Still Right!”

Order of Services:







Noonday Prayer....................................................Wednesdays at 12:30 PM
Pastoral Teaching....................................................Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
Evangelist Service.....................................................4th Fridays at 7:00 PM
Sunday School ...............................................................Sundays at 9:00 AM
Morning Worship .......................................................Sundays at 10:15 AM
WRXB (1590) Radio Ministry ......2nd and 4th Saturdays at 10:30 AM

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.



SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Bishop Zema J. Florence, III, Th.D.
& Elect-Lady Shaneeta Florence

  
  









 


 
     
  
  








 
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  


 

 






 





Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.








Follow us on Social Media: Facebook Page-Holy Temple Pentecostal
Assemblies of Churches, Inc/ YouTube-Bishop Zema Florence

Victory Christian Center Church

 







 
 
 



  

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

 

 
   
    
   
  


 



   

SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Witness of the Kingdom Ministries

YOUR Church Ad
Should Be HERE!
Contact:
727-896-2922

1640 9th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL
813-919-0485
Email: witnessofthekingdom2015@gmail.com
We are a non-domination Church that exists to see people
encounter the incredible life that God offers through Jesus
Christ. It starts with a relationship with Him, and spills over
into all other areas of life: finances, marriage, career, parenting,
relationships and even recreation.

Pastor Mark Owen and
First Lady Hazel Owen
Sunday morning worship
10:00 a.m.
Our ministry is all about people just like you! We are diverse,
multi-cultural
who follow Jesus! It’s a place where hurts are
Open Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m. healed, needs are met, and dreams become reality.

CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion
family extend an open invitation to join us not only in Sunday worship, but also
throughout the week for various programs and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 PM.
The Men’s Ministry invites the men of Mt. Zion to
join them every 3rd Thursday
at 7 pm in the Youth Chapel
and learn how to develop a
strong relationship with the

Lord.
Stay Connected by keeping us updated. If your address or other information
has changed just check the
change of address box on
your envelope or go to
www.mzprogressive.org and
click the resources link. All
personal info is kept confidential and is for church use only.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news,

and more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE
(Keyword:
MZPMBC). Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information on any of these announcements, please contact
the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive
MBC 955 20th St. S., St. Petersburg Florida. 727-8944311,
email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core,
the belief that we are a haven
of hope, help, and healing for
a lost world hungry and
thirsty for the word of God.
At St. Mark, we as a body of
believers are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for the
awesome gift of His son,
Jesus Christ.
Events for December
Dec 12-General Mission
Brunch & Appreciation for

Sister Mamie Rogers @ 11:00
a.m. - Honoring more than 25
years of service as President
of General Mission
Dec 13-Christmas Photo
Taken for Operation Love
Dec 19-Christmas with
the Community (St. Mark
Annual Adopt a Child Program), 10:00 a.m.
Dec 20-Operation Love:
Special Holiday Visitation
after morning worship.
Dec 25-Christmas DayChurch Office Closed
Dec 31-Watch Night
Service-10:00 p.m. @ St.
Mark M. B. C.
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sun. 9:30 a.m.

Baptist Training Union is
each Sun. 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited to come out to study the
Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Tues. at 6 p.m. Children in the community are
welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sun. 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tues.
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wed. 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wed. 7
p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd Wed. of
each month 7:30 p.m.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church, “God’s House to
the City,” under the leadership
of Dr. Rickey L. Houston extend an invitation to the community to join us as we declare
the living Word of God. Join us
at 9 am for Sunday School and
at 10:15 am worship service.
Bible Study and Teen Summit/ Children Rising are held
on Wednesday at 7 pm.
We cultivate the fullest

spiritual life possible both individually and corporately; and
we communicate God’s truth
at every opportunity, building
a stronger congregation and
community to the Glory of
God. Living out these principles results in a kaleidoscope
of ministries for all ages and
interests. We also encourage
the community to make use of
our Prayer Line 727-321-9645.
Kingdom Man Series Con-

tinues With Victory In Spiritual Warfare. “The Shield of
Faith” The Laymen invite you
to join them every Mon. at 6
pm for this study.
“Knowing Jesus Christ in
2015” II Corinthians 2:2
Philippians 3:8
Telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org

Friendship MBC
Looking for a place that sinners are welcomed? The
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, the Pastor, Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., Official Family and
the entire Church Family extend to you a cordial invitation
to join “THE SHIP” in fellowship at our 7:45 am or the 10:45
am worship service, and Sunday Church School at 9:30 am.
Pray for our Sick, Shut-in, Children, Men/Women in Uniform,
and
Bereaved
Families.
“Wednesday in the Word” noon
day until 1 pm (the best one
hour of your day) and at 7 p.m.
- the community is welcomed to
join us - you don’t want to miss
Wednesday in the Word where
we are studying from 1st John,
Chapt. 6. Mr. Harrison Nash healing prayer is an action.
December at a glance:
Fri., Dec. 11, 7 pm – Annual
Church Conference all members requested to be present
and on time. Must be present to
cast your own votes.
Sun., Dec. 13 at 3:30 pm –

Fellowship with Gethsemane
MBC 63rd Church Anniversary, 2580 12th Avenue, South,
St. Petersburg, Rev. Ronald Gibson, Pastor. Pastor Evans, the
Mass Choir, Male Chorus, Ushers, Nurses and Congregation
are looking forward to this
spirit filled fellowship.
Wed., Dec. 16 at 11 am –
LAST BREAD OF LIFE MINISTRY FUNCTION FOR 2015.
Wed., Dec. 16 at Noon and
7 pm – Last Wednesday in the
Word for 2015.
“Go Tell It On The Mountain” Watch Night Service, Dec.
31 at 9:45 pm. First Messenger
– Dr. Joseph Gordon. Second
Messenger – Pastor Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr.
Thought for the Week:
Christmas gift suggestions: To
your enemy – Forgiveness – To
an opponent – Tolerance – To
your family and friends – Your
Heart – To those in need –
Charity – To All the children
that cross your path – A Good
Example and to yourself – Re-

spect.
Don’t let “The Ship” sail
without you! For additional information on any of the announcements, please contact us
by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st St. S, St. Petersburg, Florida
33712
Church Office: (727) 906-8300
E-Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”: Visit Our Website:
www.fmbctheship.net & CLICK
on the PASTOR'S IMAGE at
the top of the Page. Also, USTREAM - Visit West Coast Baptist
District
Association
Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 9068300
and
leave
your
information.
Support West Coast Baptist
District Association Women’s
Auxiliary Foreign Mission Project which is underway.

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

Family matters - Part 3
“I will praise you for I AM
fearfully and wonderfully
made: marvelous are your
works and that my soul knows
right well (Psalms 139:14).”
Although we are made in
the image and likeness of God,
our DNA comes from our family (Genesis 1:26-28). We receive 23 chromosomes from
our father and 23 chromosomes for our mother. Regardless of our relationship

with our family members, they
matter in the creation of our
physical self (height, body
type, hair texture, eye color,
etc.).
Not only does our family
have a profound impact on our
physical features, but they also
contribute greatly to our
habits, quirks and intelligence.
It’s in our genes. Research
shows that even children, who
have been separated from

their parents at birth, still reflect their family mannerisms
and smarts.
Family really does matter.
We can’t deny our family. All
we have to do is look in the
mirror and we will see their reflection. Let’s thank God for
our family because God used
their substance to form our
bodies (Psalms 139:15-16).

Mt. Pilgrim MBC
Mt. Pilgrim Missionary
Baptist Church 36 year church
anniversary. Come join us in
celebrating 36 years of service
to our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Restored and ready
Nehemiah 7:1-2 nightly at 7

p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 10 - Greater
St. Paul, Pastor Clyde
Williams
Fri., Dec. 11 - Rock of
Jesus, Pastor Frank Peterman
Sun., Dec. 13 - Morning

10:00 our very own pastor
Clark Hazley, Sr.
Sun., Dec. 13 - Afternoon
4:00 Word of Life, Pastor Ellis
Hodge
We would love to see you
there.

10th Street Church of God
10th Street Church of God,
207 10th Street North, St. Petersburg is celebrating its
103rd anniversary during the
month of December. Celebrations will include services rendered during the week by
Bishop Thomas Scott, Pastor,
and congregation at 34th
Street Church of God on

12/09/15 and by Bishop R.T.
Baker, Pastor and congregation at Macedonia Freewill
Baptist Church on 12/10/15.
On Sunday, 12/13/15, Dr. Curtis Eubanks, Pastor, Community Church of God, Ft.
Lauderdale will be our guest
speaker. The theme for this
occasion is “We’ve Come This

Far by Faith”.
Pastor Carl Mobley, Sr.
and the 10th Street Church of
God invite everyone to share
in this special celebration.
Dinner will be served after the
Sunday morning worship service.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
34 years of community engagement
From SANTA, page 1

In past years, the Breakfast with Santa Community
Outreach event has been
held at the Salvation Army
and Job Corp, among other
establishments, with this
year marking the second
time Pinellas Technical
College (PTC) played host.
“They decorated ahead
of time,” said Flakes
speaking of the staff at
PTC. They worked with
the sorority to make renting the facility, which is located across from Gibbs
High School at 901 34th St.
S, affordable.
Delta GEMS and the
Delta Academy, youth
groups associated with
Delta Sigma Theta, earned
some community service
hours while manning the

activity stations consisting
of a popcorn area and face
and nail painting stations.
“This was our first year
not having any bicycles,” said
Flakes. In the past, they’d
given out bikes but with costs
rising, it wasn’t an affordable
option. “But everyone walks
away with something.”
Gifts were purchased
by Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority members and
given out through a raffle
format. If you weren’t
lucky enough to have your
number called in the raffle,
you still went home with a
gift bag filled with goodies.
The cost was just $7 for
a breakfast of delicious
waffles, grits, eggs and
sausage. And with some
80 members in the St. Pe-

tersburg chapter, there
was no shortage of volunteers to help man the stations and ser ve the food.
“It’s pretty big,” said
Flakes.
This year instead of
catering from the outside,
the sorority sisters decided to try something different, making the food
themselves.
“Most of the bids were
more than the ticket cost,”
said Flakes who along
with her sorority sisters
wanted to keep the tradition of Breakfast with
Santa going for decades to
come. With the cost of
food rising continuously,
so are the costs for
catered events. “We’re
testing the waters here.”

Children from Competitive Edge Dance Academy danced their way into
attendees’ hearts, putting
on a spectacular show.
Kids played dodgeball,
board games and ran
around just being kids.
The Breakfast with
Santa event got its humble
beginnings back in 1981.
New pledges were tasked
with coming up with a
fundraiser to help put on
the Mr. Wonderful Contest, and they decided on a
breakfast. Since it was
such a good community
activity, the sisters decided
to make it a yearly event.
Barbara Shorter remembers the first breakfast like it was yesterday.
She recalled Campbell

Park Recreation Center
being the first site of the
event, the price for admission being $3, how they all
pitched in to cook the food
and how about 40 to 50
kids showed up to marvel
at the black Santa Claus.
“Louis Fillyau was the
first Santa. I can remember some of the kids asking him why he was so
tall,” reminisced Shorter.
This year’s black Santa
was Earl Reeves, whose
wife is a Delta. He’s been
volunteering as Santa for
the last two years.
“I love kids,” he said,
“so when they mentioned
kids, I volunteered for it.”
Children were lined up
to get their pictures taken
with Reeves, one of the

few black Santas you’ll
see this holiday season,
and Mrs. Claus.
Sorority sister Yvonne
Alsup has played the role
of Mrs. Claus for 22 years.
Once a teacher, she had
no problem playing the
part,
although
there
weren’t many others lining
up to take her place.
“I’m Mrs. Santa because no one else volunteered,” she laughed. But
along with hundreds of
others, Mrs. Claus and her
jolly husband will be back
next year when some will
be sitting down to their
first breakfast and others
their 35th, all in the name
of bringing the community
together and spreading
holiday cheer.

